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FROM THE PRESIDENT


Dear Clansfolk, 
What a year the CMAA has had, with the huge success of the visit by our Chief Sir Lachlan in November 2010, and the largest gathering of Clan Maclean members and families we have enjoyed for many years. However we cannot rest on the success of the previous year and the promotion of Clan Maclean Association in Australia Inc. (CMAA) continues. Membership has increased substantially and I welcome all of our new Clans folk to Clan Maclean.

Following Sir Lachlan’s visit to Melbourne, I also took part in the Sydney gathering of the Clan in Hyde Park before wishing our Chief a safe trip home to Scotland.

Returning to Melbourne Patricia and I represented the Clan at the Royal Caledonian Society dinner and the Saint Andrews Day Lunch at the Kelvin Club in Melbourne.

With December in our midst I headed up to Daylesford for the Highland gathering where our Clan Tent continued to attract great interest and added to the colour of the event.

Then of course came all the weather which created so much heart break across the country, the earthquakes which have continued to rock New Zealand and my cousins who live in Christchurch. At home we were also affected by the weather with my home getting caught in the deluge and some minor damage, which also affected some of our Clan Display equipment, our son Gareth also had significant damage to his home, and repairs have taken 6 months for the Insurance company to complete. Action in the Middle East by our defence forces also came close to home with our Daughter’s husband being deployed for six months in the Arabian Gulf, scuttling Pirates and protecting International shipping as part of the Royal Australians Navy contribution to the war on terror. At least Christmas was a great family day with our Grand Children and home full of good wishes and phone calls to and from distant loved ones around the world.

January and more flooding , trips interstate to support family in NSW  and friends in Queensland the Clan Association has also had many family members affected in various parts of the world including Hurricanes in USA and huge Snow events in Scotland.

February our Navy man came home and family life started to get back to normal at least I thought it would, we now have a new grand son on the way due in November, the same week as the CMAA AGM . Oh yes I nearly forgot about CMAA until the Geelong Highland gathering people contacted me to display our Clan Tent at the Highland Gathering being held at the Geelong Showgrounds in March, and the Ringwood Highland Gathering in April, and the National Celtic (four day) festival at Portarlington..

Other functions where our Clan has had a presence is the Williamstown combined Highland Clans and Societies Ball in May, the Brunswick Scottish Society Highland Dinner, the Victorian Scottish Union affiliate meetings, weekly participation in the Scottish Gaelic Society where Patricia and I are gradually learning, reading, writing and speaking the Scottish Gaelic language.

The Annual Chiefs birthday Banquet was held in May at Swan Hill in northern Victoria, where the local community deeply appreciated our Clan boost to the local tourism business. My very special thanks to Stuart and Nuccia McLean and Bessie Bish for hosting the event this year, this was followed with a wonderful Kirk’n O’ the Tartan on Sunday, where our honorary Clan Piper Alec Beaton played his pipes for the service.

CMAA is also a member of the Clan Maclean International Association which consists of the Australian Associations, New Zealand, Scotland, Canada USA Belgium England France and Maclean Net. Sir Lachlan takes an active interest in all of this and the CMIA was given the task of Project Management Board to help determine the future growth of Clan Maclean through out the world. I have made a major submission to CMIA responding to the study paper which was commissioned and this will be considered by the Clan for next year’s 100 Anniversary Gathering at Mull in Scotland. This project has involved many hours of research and discussion and has been warmly received by the International presidents of CMIA. I propose to further develop the concepts at the gathering in Scotland in June next year.

Illness has affected several members of the Clan Council resulting in some of our people having to adjust their life styles and take a lessor role in Clan Council, my thoughts are with all for continuing good health and notifying the Clan of the names of those with illness is a considered process; 

· Rewa Feenaghty former Junior Vice President and Editor of our newsletters

· Graehame Gartside past president

· Angus Douglas Fisher past president

· Ian McLean Senior Vice president

· Wendy Mclean – regional rep Queensland

· Claire Mclean regional rep Frankston

· Jean Whimp past president

· Marigold Maclean past president

· Jean Allsep council member.

· Sue McLean wife of council member Lachlan

· John Paton past president

All offices of Clan Maclean Association in Australia Incorporated become vacant this year and application and nominations are invited (Application Form at the end of this Newsletter), these are required to be submitted to Gordon McLean who is also acting as the Secretary / Editor for the interim period.

There are vacant - offices of Junior Vice President, Senior Vice President, Newsletter Editor, and Secretary, I warmly welcome any member who wishes to join the Clan Council and take an active part.

This year several Council members have retired due to health reasons from Clan Council executive positions and I wish to thank each for their contribution to the Association over many years, I also wish to thank all the Clan Council members and regional representatives for their support and contribution to Clan Maclean.

I am acutely aware that my term as President of CMAA Inc is due to expire in November this year and as there have been several retirements from Council, leaving the association with a substantial gap to fill. I feel I should offer to serve the association for another year to re-establish a strong council; also I would not be eligible to be a member of CMIA
(Only serving presidents are in CMIA) there is a dilemma for the Chief’s PMB project.

CMAA constitution does permit an extension to the office of President for one more year which needs to be voted on by the members of our Clan Association, hence members would need to move a motion to approve the extension and have it accepted at the AGM in November in accordance with the constitution.

Para 5.2
 The President shall be elected at the Annual General Meeting and shall hold office for 3 years (unless the person retires sooner), and shall not be eligible for immediate re-election unless the meeting declares by two-thirds majority vote that such person is so eligible and shall hold office for a further year.

Para 7.2 
A written notice of the date, time and venue of the Annual General Meeting shall be sent to all members not less than twenty-one (21) clear days prior to the meeting.  The notice shall include an intimation that no business other than that prescribed in this Constitution will be dealt with unless written notice of it is given to the Secretary at least twenty-eight (28) days prior to the meeting.  Nominations for office shall be lodged with the Secretary in writing at least twenty-one (21) days prior to the meeting and shall be accompanied by the consent of the nominee.

There are many good people in CMAA and I ask that we need to ask others to step up and become involved in helping to run our association to ensure it continues to progress.

The Association is in a very strong position financially and ever growing membership. Technology has impacted in a positive manner with our own web site www.clanmacleanaustralia.com  and when I have some more spare time, further development of the site will occur, another area being considered is a Facebook page and twitter account which will enable our younger Maclean folk access to clan activities on the web.

AGM 2011

This year the AGM is being held in Koroit Victoria in part to recognise the Famous Sheep Shearer Billy McLean, who died from his wounds of the Great Shearers Strike in 1893, he is most memorised in the Song written about his life by his lawyer Mr  AB (Banjo) Paterson – Waltzing Matilda.

Clan Council Meeting will be held at the Home of John and Jean Paton 

Time 2.00pm Saturday 12 November 2011.

19 George Avenue, Warrnambool, Victoria 3280. Phone - 03 5562 7407.

Informal Dinner has been organised for 7.00pm Saturday 12th November 2011 at 

Lady Bay Resort
2 Pertobe Road
Warrnambool VIC 3280  

http://www.menufeast.com.au/map/17118/lady-bay-bistro/warrnambool/
The AGM will be held on Sunday 13th November at Koroit Senior Citizens Rooms

11.00am at High Street, Koroit, Victoria.

Lunch has been organised for after the AGM.

Please contact John and Jean Paton prior to November 5th to advise of your attendance for catering purposes at both the Informal dinner and also the after AGM lunch.
CEILEDH
A Ceiledh (get together) will be held on Saturday 5th November at the Williamstown Maritime Association‘s  “Pirates Tavern”

Number 2 Ann Street 

Williamstown, 3016.

From 6.30pm Clan Maclean in association with Clan Macdonald of Yarraville, Scottish Country Dance – Victoria, Victorian Scottish Union and Combined Clans, Highland dancers, Piper playing traditional tunes, BYO food and nibbles, Drinks at club bar prices.
Price $6.00 per person.

This inaugural event has plans to become a major Scottish Clans social event in future years, come along and support your Clan, have a great nights entertainment and social get together at a very reasonable price with the best views of Port Philip Bay and Melbourne.

Contact Gordon McLean, 81 Paxton Street, South Kingsville, Vic., 3015
Phone 0412 148 194. email clanmaclean.aust@gmail.com

Nomination form for 2011/2012 Council

of

Clan Maclean Association in Australia Inc.

This form must be received by Gordon McLean  no later than 23rd October  2011

(Gordon McLean, 81 Paxton Street, South Kingsville, Vic., 3015  )

POSITION……………………………………....................................  (e.g.  Secretary, Council Member etc) 

NAME of NOMINEE:……………………………………….SIGNATURE...............................…………………..




BLOCK letters please

NOMINATED BY……………………………..............……SIGNATURE………...……....................................……

BLOCK letters please

(Some of you may be distant from other CMAA members.  If so please complete the form with your name and we will arrange a nominator, but make sure it arrives by 23/10/2011) 

NOTE:  Current Councillors wishing to be re-elected must also nominate 
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